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Final abstract

Presentation title:

Home Health Care: An appropriate clinical placement for Saudi nursing students? 

Introduction:

Home health care service is a new concept for both Saudi patients and nursing students in Saudi Arabia. The presentation discusses the first experience of Baccalaureate nursing students in King Abdulaziz University in home health care as a clinical setting and their attitude toward home health care concept. The experience was challenging for both nursing students and the instructor. Mixed feelings of excitement and fear were mostly reported by the nursing students. 
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Methodology and results (if research project):
Both quantitative and qualitative research methods were used for the study. The data were obtained from the instructor’s daily observation and students’ reflection report on home health care. In addition, a structured questionnaire was used to collect information on students’ attitude towards home health care. 

Conclusion:

The experience of home health care was very fruitful and all students appreciated and recommended for the coming years. Home health care experience enabled them to apply holist nursing care with implementation of a wide range of nursing procedures in the client’s own home environment. It also provided them opportunities to interact with the clients and their family members closely. Home health care appeared to be an appropriate clinical setting for senior nursing students but needs special arrangement and close supervision in a conservative culture. There is a need to introduce the concept of home health care in Saudi nursing curriculum and develop a home health care nurse diploma in order to prepare future Saudi home health care nurses.
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